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Many European countries have responded to demographic challenges by introducing changes to their
pension and welfare support systems. This shift from a focus on 'early retirement' to 'extended working life'
has involved increasing the statutory retirement age, limiting early retirement options, or introducing

incentives to encourage staying employed beyond the required tenure.

While there is general support across Europe for the government providing elderly citizens with adequate
benefits, this support is contingent on the perceived standard of living of pensioners. In addition, people’s

preferences regarding retirement age vary between countries and population segments.

The effectiveness of pension system reforms heavily relies on employers and older employees adjusting
their norms, attitudes, and behaviors regarding work suitability and labor market participation. Therefore,
understanding the determinants of such attitudinal and behavioral changes at the country, group, and

individual levels is of vital theoretical and policy importance.

Furthermore, different types of pension systems may expose members of various vulnerable groups to an
increased risk of poverty. These groups’ trust in and perception of justice and legitimacy of welfare

institutions may decrease as a result.

The aim of this session is to discuss the research exploring various aspects of attitudes and behaviors related
to retirement under different pension regimes in Europe. We invite papers examining questions that include
(but are not limited to):

1. Age norms regarding work and retirement.

2. Ageism and discrimination against older persons in employment and daily life.

3. Concerns about pensions and retirement.

4. Perceptions of justice and legitimacy regarding pensions and welfare systems among older persons

and retirees.

o

Poverty and inequality among older individuals and retirees.
6. Strategies to secure a high quality of life and future income after retirement.
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